
 Halloween  

  fright 

Halloween can be a scary and dangerous time for dogs. Please review these tips to 

keep Halloween fun and safe for you and your dog. 

WATCH OUT FOR PUMPKINS AND CANDLES. 
Chances are that your dog will get excited or agi-
tated sometime during the evening.  This could 
cause him to knock over a Halloween candle or lit 
pumpkin.  Think of using battery-powered candles 
this year. 
 
DRESSING YOUR DOG IN COSTUME. 
Just because you like to get dressed up, it doesn’t 
mean your dog wants to get into that pirate cos-
tume.  If your dog gets agitated when you are put-
ting on the costume, don’t do it.  If you really 
want to dress him up, put a bandana around his 
neck or bow in her fur. 
 
CANDY AND DOGS DON’T MIX. 
We love chocolate and nuts and sweets and all 
other types of candies.  The problem with Hallow-
een is that there is just so much of all those 
things.  We leave them out or drop them on the 
ground for our dogs to easily find and eat.  Choco-
late and many artificial sweeteners found in candy 
are poisonous to dogs.  Swallowing the wrappers 
can also cause gastronomic issues.  Be sure to 
keep all candies high and away from your dog.  If 
your dog starts to throw up or seem overly listless, 
call your veterinarian as soon as possible. 
 
CONSIDER YOUR DOG IN YOUR ACTIVITIES. 
Many people think it is really fun to take their 
dogs with them while trick-or-treating.  Watch out 
because this could be instilling ongoing fear and 
aggression with them.  They don’t understand 
that the ghost  leaping at them from the dark 
doesn’t want to hurt them or you.  Strange, little 
hobgoblins poking them can make them uneasy.  
Keep your dog on a short leash and always ask 
people to stay calm and keep their distance, un-
less invited  

GHOSTS AND GOBLINS AREN’T SCARY. 
You dog does not see ghosts and goblins every 
day.  He has no idea what they are and could re-
act in a protective mode.  Wear your costumes for 
a few days around him so he gets accustomed to 
those “weird creatures”.  Feed him while you are 
in costume and call him over to you, making sure 
he does not jump.  If you have a mask, wear it 
also. 
 
KEEP YOUR DOG INSIDE. 
Even if you have a fenced yard, the strange shad-
ows and sounds can scare and aggravate your dog.  
Have him inside, away from the door with a family 
member to reassure him.  
 
KEEP YOUR DOG UNDER YOUR CONTROL. 
Make sure he is with a family member or in his 
crate during the festivities.  It is important to pro-
vide the consistency of an environment he is used 
to and feels safe in.  Talk to him in order to main-
tain his focus on you. 
 
GIVE YOUR DOG ATTENTION. 
If your dog seems unsure or pensive because of 
the Halloween activities, provide him with extra 
attention. Put him on a leash and walk around the 
house, play with him in a back room or sit and 
watch some TV with him. 
 
CHECK YOUR DOG’S ID TAGS. 
Even though you might have your dog in the house 
and think everything is fine, you will be opening 
and closing the front door many times during the 
evening.  Make sure that your dog has his ID tags 
on his collar and his collar is firmly around his 
neck.  If he is not in your direct line of sight, 
check on him often.  Even though you think he is 
with the kids, you never know. 

This information is being presented to help dog owners provide them with happy, safe, and long lives.  Please use the information provided here as 
a guideline only.  Always consult your Veterinarian regarding any health issue or nutritional guidelines.  Please contact your local Home Dog Train-
ing Master Dog Trainers, Bruce & Robin Edwards for detailed training and behavioral issues.  You can contact us through our web site at http://
www.NorthGeorgiaDogTraining.com 


